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1 Purpose

The purpose of this podcast project is fold. First, this project serves as an opportunity to interview
with a mathematician not currently at Davidson College and understand how they were able to
become a professional mathematician. Second, it is an opportunity to ask how outside factors,
cultural, economic, domestic, etc affect these mathematicians decisions and careers. Thirdly, these
interviews should enable us as a class to explore a multitude of backgrounds that led to someone
earning a PhD.

2 Audience

The audience you should keep in mind for this podcast is a Davidson College student who has
taken Calculus and at least one proofs course, though not necessarily a math major. Hence, if and
when talking about mathematics be sure keep your audience in mind. For example, you can assume
your audience is comfortable with derivatives and integration, however if you begin talking about
Real Analysis or Abstract Algebra topics, such that issues of convergence or groups, then please
contextualize the situation for the listener.

3 Topic

A biography and mathematical biography. Particularly focusing on influences both in deciding to
chose mathematics, obtain a PhD, as well as go into their professions.

4 Details

1. The podcast should be no shorter than 15 minutes and no longer than 17.5 minutes in length
with a maximum of a one (1) minute opener and 30 seconds to close the podcast.

2. This podcast is worth 15 of the 25 total points for the “Oral History” project.

3. This will be due on Friday, April 20, by 5 pm.

4. Please produce a list of questions that you intend to ask your interviewee. (From all of these
lists of questions we will generate some standard questions to ask your mathematician, while
still giving your room for a personalize the interview.)

5. Please produce a transcript of your interview.

6. The podcast will be graded by the following criteria: Audience and Purpose, content, clarity
and presentation, presentation/planning, and an overall category about the podcast.
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5 Presentation

The final 5 points of the Oral History Project will be a 5 minute presentation about your math-
ematician given to the class. These presentations will be given on April 23, 25, 30, and May 2 if
needed. The purpose of the presentation is to introduce your interviewee to the class, give a brief
background, and hopefully share some interesting information that may not have made it into the
podcast.

6 suggestions

1. It is best if both you and the mathematician you are interviewing use microphones, even ones
that exist on headphones can make a big difference. Usually, one can borrow microphones for
free from their campus library.

2. Reflect on your experiences in life so far, especially how they relate to how and why you chose
mathematics.

3. Be prepared, both as the interviewer as well as the interviewee. To be more specific, as
the interviewer prepare a list of questions before the interview and go over these questions
with the interviewee to make sure they are okay answering these questions. If not, obviously
those questions cannot be asked. What’s more, please learn some basic definitions about your
mathematician’s field. In addition, if they have won any awards, fellowships, etc, please look
into what are they, to whom are they given to, and what is the criteria for winning such an
award. Essentially, you want to be as informed an interviewer as possible.

4. As the interviewer, try to limit your speaking to a minimum, especially “yes” or some other
agreeing noise.

5. Agree upon an ending time, say no more than 60 minutes.

6. Since you will have the ability to edit, is it okay to rerecord parts of the interview and edit
them in later.

7. Try to not ask “yes” or “no” questions (see oral history guidelines).
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